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man, a ‘‘giant’’ as one epileptologist has written, with a remarkable
personality. It is with a great sense of loss that I pay tribute to him
here.
Born in 1918, he entered medical school in Marseille in 1941 but
his studies were interrupted by the Second World War. He became
involved in the’’ Resistance’’ and received several prestigious
decorations for his military actions. He decided against the politic
career he could have pursued at this point, and went back to medical
school instead, graduating from the University of Marseille in 1948.
He went on to specialize in neuropsychiatry. Soon, he became
interested in epilepsy in all its aspects: clinical, neurophysiological,
pharmacological, psychopathological and social.
His interest focussed particularly on in two main topics:
progressive myoclonus epilepsies, with Lafora disease and
Unverricht-Lundborg disease, and seizure and epilepsy classiﬁca-
tion. In 1968, he reported on Myoclonic cerebellar dyssynergia, the
so-called Ramsay-Hunt disease, at the French Neurology Society
meeting. At the time, great confusion reigned in this domain. In the
following years, there were numerous discussions with the
Montreal and the Finnish schools, which ﬁnally clariﬁed the ﬁeld
at an international workshop in Marseille, where the Marseille
Consensus was written, in 1990. Joseph Roger was also a key
international promoter of the concept of epileptic syndromes. As
Chair of the International League Against Epilepsy (ILAE) Commis-
sion on Classiﬁcation and Terminology of the International League
Against Epilepsy, he organized several international workshops at
Marseille, which eventually helped to produce the new ILAE 1989
classiﬁcation of epilepsies, and were the basis of the ‘Guide Bleu’’ of
the epileptic syndromes. This book was published in French and
English, with an illustrative DVD, and translated in Japanese and
Chinese. The ﬁfth edition was published last year (Photo 1).
Joseph Roger was also keen to improve the social aspects of
epilepsy and epilepsy care. In 1960, in collaboration with Henri
Gastaut, Anne Beaumanoir and Germaine Poinso-Chapuis, Minis-
try of Public Health, he created the Centre Saint-Paul, for the
diagnosis, treatment and education of children and adolescents
with epilepsy, and then became its Medical Director for thirty
years. He helped to establish this centre as a focus of epilepto-
logical teaching and clinical research known and admired all
around the world. Joseph Roger was the head of the school,
recognized and loved by all. He did not impose his will on anyone
but pushed his collaborators forward by listening to them, making
suggestions and exercising his moral authority without ever being
‘‘coercive’’. He taught many young doctors from France and other
countries, mainly from Italy and Spain. They were charmed by his
intelligence, his curiosity, his fabulous memory, his rigour in1059-1311/$ – see front matter
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.seizure.2013.02.011research and patient care, but also by his simplicity, his tolerance
and humanist approach to life. His educational skills were
exceptional. He spoke without haste, with long pauses, times of
reﬂection which allowed his ideas to mature, ideas which were
always original. And, as he had a sense of humour, he often added
funny citations and anecdotes (Photos 2 and 3).
His qualities and competence served epileptology within the
French Chapter of the ILAE which he joined as an active member at
its foundation, and which he later led as its president. In
recognition for his services he was awarded the ﬁrst Henri Gastaut
prize. He also served the ILAE as a member of the editorial board of
Epilepsia, and by chairing several commissions (classiﬁcation and
terminology, education, paediatric epileptology). He was nomi-
nated Ambassador for Epilepsy. He participated in numerous
Photo 3. With Professor E. Fernandez Alvarez, Professor Nicole Pinsard, Italian,
Spanish and French young doctors in 1984.
Photo 2. With H. Gastaut and G. Poinso-Chapuis. Centre Saint-Paul, 1980.
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of several scientiﬁc societies and national chapters of the ILAE.
Joseph Roger was also a man of culture and a humanist. This
quality was most often underlined by his fellows, co-workers and all
epileptologists from around the world in the messages they sent
after his death. He had a deep sense of justice and never renounced
his convictions. He was indifferent to the small vanities of hierarchy.
His patients and the people who worked with him were also loved
him for his human qualities. He trusted his co-workers, secretaries,
nurses and technicians as well as the other doctors he worked with.
He thought that everyone had a right to knowledge and provided
complete explanations in a simple, readily comprehensible way. He
also attracted people by his originality, which could be somewhat
surprising at ﬁrst but endeared him to those who had got to know
him. He liked life and pleasures, pretty women, sport cars, good wine
and tobacco, late nights with his friends. He is remembered for his
unconventional clothes and his familiar way of speaking even with
patients and their families.
For the last ten years of his life, affected by a severe illness, he
could not leave his house, but he was always happy when we
visited him. Up to his last days, he maintained his interest in our
work in epileptology and offered his opinions and counsel. We will
continue to think of him as our Master and as a Master for the
epileptological community at large.
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